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. World Journal Tribune Spectal
{1 .PARIS,
‘|Barka ’kidnaping trial has
:lreached the stage of summing
i|up, and & verdict of the six
c|defendants s expected within

‘|commission report on the
Kemnedy, assassination,- the
[outcome will never be fully
Jaccepted by the ¥rench public
las full justice "or the full
Jtruth.

1 For five weeks, a processlon
Jof 200 witnesses—evasive,
contradictory, sometimes sin<
Jister, occasionally hysterical
Ipassed through the Palais de:
Justice to accuse, counter-
Jacetse, dodge, blame, alibl,
Ipléad and argue.

“Vulgar subalterns,” presi-
dent Charles de Gaulle labeled

" Jthose charged with the -Ben |
|Barka kidnaping months be- }
fore the trial opened. If the .

trial has not convinced the
French public that these six
defendants, and these alone.
were responsible for the' af--
fair, it has at lcast proved
that they are indeed “vulgar
subalterns.”

Nor has anythmg ver, y star-
tlmg or swurpising emerged

case, One year ago, in Octo~
ber, 1965, Mchdl Ben Barka, a
young, somewhat idealistic

exile, was kidnaped ‘on the
‘streets of Paris in daylight,
|.with the complicity of agents
of the Frénch sceret police,
-and has never bcen seen or )
Jhcard of since, The presumpe

tion Is that he was muidered,”

WHO ORDERED IT?

fendants in the affair has
'been cither admitted or estab-

that is not the resl central
fssue. Who ordered the Ben
Barka kidnaping? Who or-

that they were “covered,” or
‘protected, by higher authorl-
.ties of the French police, even
, ministers of the government
"or the government 1tself?
These are the questions which
[ remain unanswered.
. ‘'The six accuscd are: .
Marcel Leroy-Finville, head
‘of one of the counter-espio«
oviepbifnemRe el sth@)]
i French secxeb sexvices. who is

RN,

—Le ben -

i]a weck... But like the Warren

from the testimony to change |}
the known outlines of the }

Morocean opposition leader in.|.

The complicity of the des

lished in the testimony—but |}

ganized it? Did the ‘“vulgar |
suballerns” act in the bellef’

.

arge

as taking place.
Antoine Lopez, an employe
f Air France at Ovly airport,

gens. He took part in the -
ctual kidnaping ot Ben
arka.

Louis Souchon and Roger ..
oitot, two officers in the- -

ench police who were also
‘bperation.
ng” Ben Barke and arrang-

ng the meeting at which the
kidnaping took place.

9

o putting in the dock the
eople who they contend were

rs — the Moroccan secxet
ervices.

MOROCCAN MINISTER

In particular, the name of
he Moroccan minister of the
nterior, Gen.
ufkir, recurs constantly.
wikir s also under -indict«
ent by the French court,
nd France ‘has demanded
hat king Hassan dismiss him
tom his post and deliver him
to Paris to stand frial. Not
urprisingly, this has been re-

he French police officers in

'who was planning to return
to Morocco and make a polit-
jcal deal with the king to

Jeountry once again.
Lopez, Souchon and Voitos
Jtestified that they then car-

Jlteving they had the author-
izdation of higher officials in
|the ministry of the interior
‘[through  various telephone
calls and messages. Leroy-
Finville, their nominal superi-
for, told the court:

*I am living through a
nightmare. I am locked !a

fense. They say I will keep-
‘quiet. But T must establish my -

KPR SN}

orm his superiors of the kid- . _l
aping despite immediate, if, '
ot prior, knowledge that 16 ... :

ho once worked in the .~
rench police in Moroceo and -
ontinued to act as a secret

arcotics branch of the. ..

nvolved in the kidnaping -

Philippe Bernier, a joumal-
4st, who is accused of “fingers -

El Ghali ¢l Mahi, & Moroc-- "+ _
an police official, who Is the™ *
losest the French have come !--

he real culprits and organiz-

"still did not know ail. Is it &

used. The contention is that .- .
Oufkir enlisted the help of - pez, Souchon and the rest-will
go to jafl  rather than .xisk’
organizing the kidnaping in

order to eliminate Ben Barka, knows, but the suspicion to,

Jvesume an active role in his

[ried out the kidnaping, be-.

[ |this secret of national de=

1

. MEHDI BEN BARKA :
Abducted from Paris' Latln Quurur

Muhammad ,climb into a Black Maria t,o1

be taken before the state se-
curity tribunal, I demand the’
protection of the court.”
But by the time the tes{
timony was completed, the
court was still not edified and

cover-up for higher officials
for which Leroy-Finville, Lo~

wotrse if they tell all? Nobody

the . plot-minded French is
fryesistible.,

i SORDID AFFAIR

The trial has been peppered | ‘

:with names and accusatlonsn

of involvement — including' -
. minister of the interior Roger .-

Frey and premier Georges

_Pompidou. Both sent laconic!

written answers to the court;‘
to such questions as “when;
were you first Informed of the.
kidnaping? Other Mtncsses
to testify from the govern-|
ment, equally un*nllghtenlng.‘
were the French ambassador!
to Morocco and two omcialsj
from the forelgn ministry;
dealing with north Mrlcan

innocence. You will be edlfied. - - affairs.

%zve thigl_ cour1;antla:it"gl"ry)ag)0 1&%%@? :ﬁ:

bntinued '
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P i ‘ _PIERRE LEMARCHAND * ANTOINE LOPEZ AFTER QUESTIONING : -
: : 'A witness-in the case Arrested In connection with kldnaping 1
] ; : ' o *
R ‘the tday after the kidnaping,' that Ben Barka was never . wandered .around for wcekr
: : o istayed in France two-days, ~6cen alive again. .- after the - kidnaping, inter-i
LR .| tend then returned to Moroc~ .- But if this murky and sor-" viewing journalists-in secret;
bl . i co. Newspaper and magazine ; did affair were not confused . about his role in the case,
! o . | articles, as well as testimony’ ‘enough, the man who has. until he died an apparent’
s .at the trial, have contended  linked Outkir to the kidnap=..._sulcide " just as- police. bursth
i - - that OQufkir jolned Ben Barka, ing and murder is dead. He.. into his apartmenb to urresta
’ B +" iand his kidnapers in a hide-'was a. small-time’ gangster 1# b i Pl LA S B
IR ‘“awa‘ ontside- of ; Parls, ‘nnd/'mmed George. " Figon, whow-;_&ff*‘“ﬂ "’,'Mt.'fu .:L";%;,... rale
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